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Town:   Tewksbury 

Place (neighborhood or village):  

 South Tewksbury 

Address or Location:   Shawsheen Street  

Name:   The South Burial Grounds  
aka South Tewksbury Cemetery 
aka Shawsheen Cemetery 

Ownership:     __X__ Public        ____ Private 

Approximate Number of Stones:   112 

Earliest Death Date:   1714 

Latest Death Date:   1949 

Landscape Architect:    

Condition:   Fair 

Acreage:  2 acres 

Setting:   Located on the south side of Shawsheen Street 
and the west side of Main Street. The area is predominately 
commercial along Main Street.  

Recorded by:   Julie Ann Larry 

Organization:  ttl-architects.com 

Date (month / year):   29 October 2009 
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___ Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.   
 If checked, you must attach a completed National Register Criteria Statement form. 
 

 

Use as much space as necessary to complete the following entries, allowing text to flow onto additional continuation sheets. 

 

VISUAL/DESIGN ASSESSMENT    
Describe landscape features, gravestone materials, designs, motifs, and symbols that are either common or unusual.  Note any known 

carvers.   
 
Bounded by a low granite stone wall along the edge of Shawsheen and Main Streets, the old burial ground is located at the 
corner of Shawsheen and Main Street. The granite wall is comprised of dry laid field stone with a hewn granite cap. Entrance to 
the cemetery is through an opening on Shawsheen Street near the intersection. Steps and openings in the wall provide access 
to the cemetery from Shawsheen Street. The elevated cemetery has a slight incline upward from the stone wall. There a several 
accidental trees in the middle of the burial grounds. The cemetery is surrounded by mature deciduous and evergreen trees. 
Heath Brook bounds the cemetery to the west. 
 
The cemetery includes individual markers and family plots. This section features primarily slate markers arranged with little 
organization within the bounds of the cemetery, except for the family plots at the corner and the line of markers just to the west 
of the family plots. Slate markers are primarily portal shaped carved with features that include: weeping willows, colonnades, 
urns, and grasping hands. Many of the carvings are very similar to those found in the cemeteries in Tewksbury Center on East 
Street. 
 
In the mid-19

th
 century the cemetery was expanded again, but the expansion was not planned and laid out in a manner to 

emulate the romantic English landscape style like the larger central cemetery on East Street that was expanded a year earlier. 
The expanded cemetery features typical of that style are:  the family lots with large central family monuments surrounded by 
smaller individual markers and the stone wall that demarcates the edge of the cemetery along Shawsheen and Main Streets. 
 
The few family plots are generally edged with granite stones and feature a large granite central monument. Individual grave 
markers, usually more simple in detail and carving are symmetrically placed around the central stone. While most burial markers 
are upright slabs, there are also three dimensional monuments at the Thompson and Clark family monuments. 
 
 

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE     
Explain religious affiliations, major period of use, and evaluate historical association of this burial ground with the community.   
 
The South Burying Ground was utilized by families on the south end of Tewksbury as the community cemetery in the 18

th
 

century. The early cemetery was improved c1860 and expanded in 1862 when additional lots were laid out and sold. 
It was improved again c.1886 when the burying ground was enclosed with a stone wall. Steps and openings in the wall provide 
access to the cemetery from Shawsheen Street.  
 
The older portions of the burying ground features slate arranged with little organization. In 1862 the expanded section toward 
Main Street was laid out and plots were sold.  The new section of the cemetery appears to be similarly arranged with little 
organization. There is one large family lot with large central family monuments surrounded by smaller individual markers for the 
Thompson family.  
 
 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES   
____. Ye Towne Book. Tewksbury: Town of Tewksbury. 1934. 
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Walker-Kluesing Design Group. “Historical background on Burial Ground and Cemetery Development in Massachusetts”. 
Preservation Guidelines for Municipally-Owned Historic Burial Grounds and Cemeteries. Mass.: Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts, Executive Office of Environmental Affairs, Department of Environmental Management, 2000. 

Haynes, Lisa. Internments in the South Burial Grounds: Tewksbury, Middlesex County, Massachusetts. 
http://interment.net/data/us/ma/middlesex/south/index.htm.  Accessed 7/30/2010. Compiled Aug 23, 2004. 
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List on Internments in the South Burial Grounds    Compiled by Lisa Haynes, Aug 23, 2004  

Alexander, Susan W., d. 19 Sep 1895, age: 84yr, 5mo, wife of P. C. Alexander 
Baldwin, Annah, d. 6 Jan 1815, age: 47yr, 11m, 6d, wife of Mr. Davis Baldwin 
Baldwin, Capt. Joshua, d. 15 Feb 1807, age: 82yr 
Baldwin, Davis, d. 7 Apr 1834, age: 65yr, Late of Windham 
Baldwin, Jonathan, d. 1756?, age: 68yr 
Baldwin, Mary, d. 11 Oct 1727, age: 59yr 
Baldwin, Sarah, d. 16 Oct 1816, age: 78, wife of Capt. Joshua Baldwin 
Baldwin, Sarah, d. 22 May 1819, age: 15yr, 8mo, 20da, dau. of Lieut. Davis and Mrs. Annah Baldwin 
Beard, Aaron, d. 18 Jul 1796, age: 79yr 
Beard, Dorcas, b. 24 Oct 1759, d. 24 Oct 1760, dau. of Mr. Aaron & Mrs. Susanna Beard 
Beard, Hannah, b. 3 Oct 1748, d. 19 Oct 1759, dau. of Mr. Aaron & Mrs. Susanna Beard 
Beard, Susanna, d. 3 Oct 1791, age: 71yr, wife of Mr. Aaron Beard 
Blanchard, Martha Foster, d. 23 May 1856, age: 32y, 10m, wife of A. F. Blanchard Blanchard, Infant son, s/w Martha Foster Blanchard 
Bridges, Jehiel, d. 8 Aug 1838, age: 70yr 
Bridges, John, d. 4 Aug 1838, age: 28yr 
Bridges, Mary F., d. 13 Aug 1864, age: 63yr, 11mo, 13da (stone in the woods) 
Brown, Abiel, d. 18 Jul 1856, age: 80yr 
Brown, Dea. Joseph, d. 4 Jul 1828, age: 57yr 
Brown, Jerusha, d. 10 Dec 1809, age: 20yr, 7mo, 5da, dau. of Jonathan Brown, Esq. & Mrs. Mary, his wife. 
Brown, John, d. 20 Oct 1849, age: 44 
Brown, Jonathan, Esq., d. 14 Jun 1844, age: 72yr 
Brown, Jonathan, Esq., d. 18 Dec 1822, age: 87yr 
Brown, Joseph 3rd, d. 13 Apr 1827, age: 26yr 
Brown, Joseph, d. 2 Jun 1767, age: 77yr 
Brown, Mary, d. 20 Jul 1829, age: 60yr, wife of Dea. Joseph Brown 
Brown, Mary, d. 29 Dec 1828, age: 30yr 
Brown, Nancy, d. 1839, wife of Abiel Brown (stone fallen down) 
Brown, Samuel, d. 27 Aug 1804, age: 78yr 
Brown, Sarah, d. 18 Dec 1863, age: 49yr, 9 mo 
Burt, Benjamin, Jr., d. 7 Oct 1778, age: 31yr, son of Mr. Benjamin & Mrs. Abigail Burt 
Burt, Hannah, d. 17 Oct 1850, age: 80yr, wife of Thomas Burt 
Burt, Jacob, d. 17 Jun 1776, age: 25yr, son of Mr. Benjamin & Mrs. Abigail Burt 
Burt, Thomas, d. 24 Feb 1835, age: 84yr (stone fallen down) 
Clark, Abigail, d. 13 Dec 1806, age: 44yr, widow of Nathaniel Clark 
Clark, Algernon? S., d. 10 May 1858, age: 20, s/w Zephaniah & Elizabeth Clark 
Clark, Capt. Peter, d. 26 Nov 187? 
Clark, Clara Sargent, 19 Feb 1853, d. 1 Sep 1867, s/w Peter G. Clark 
Clark, Elizabeth, d. 2 Mar 1826, age: 93yr, widow of Mr. Peter Clark 
Clark, Elizabeth, d. 28 Dec 1881, age: 76yr, wife of Zephaniah Clark 
Clark, John, d. 13 Feb 1846, age: 85yr 
Clark, Joseph, d. 8 Apr 1828, age: 57yr, s/w Rebecka Clark (stone in the woods) 
Clark, Letitia B., d. 2 ??? 18??, age: 73yr, wife of Capt. Peter Clark 
Clark, Letitia, 1835, d. 1925, s/w Peter G. Clark 
Clark, Lieut. Peter, d. 1 Oct 1825, age: 61yr 
Clark, Martha B., no dates, wife of Charles M. Clark (stone broken in the woods) 
Clark, Mary E., 1 Jun 1829, d. 12 Apr 1917, s/w Peter G. Clark 
Clark, Mary, d. 21 Sep 1825, age: 33yr, wife of Capt. Peter Clark 
Clark, Nathaniel, d. 7 May 1803, age: 42yr 
Clark, Peter G., 20 Nov 1827, d. 19 Feb 1910 
Clark, Peter, d. 25 May 1789, age: 61yr 
Clark, Rebecka, d. 30 Nov 1826, age: 56, wife of Mr. Joseph Clark (stone in the woods) 
Clark, Sarah, d. 1 Mar 1846, age: 85, wife of John Clark 
Clark, Sarah, d. 27 Nov 1822, age: 25, dau. of Lieut. Peter & Mrs. Sarah Clark 
Clark, Sarah, d. 30 Jun 1797, age: 30, wife of Lieut. Peter Clark 
Clark, Zephaniah, d. 25 Sep 1849, age: 46 
Foster, Abby H., d. 26 Jun 1879, age: 57y, 10m, wife of Oliver Foster 
Foster, Amos, d. 20 Sep 1863, age: 78 
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Foster, Amos, d. 4 Oct 1835, age: 82 
Foster, Charles Amos, 1852, d. 1940, s/w Hannah Jane Foster 
Foster, Elizabeth, d. 13 Sep 1825, age: 70, wife of Lieut. Amos Foster 
Foster, Enoch, can't read stone 
Foster, Hannah Jane, 1852, d. 1908, s/w Charles Amos Foster 
Foster, Oliver, d. 19 Feb 1882, age: 63y, 7m 
Foster, Rhoda, d. 1 Jun 1846, age: 59, wife of Amos Foster 
French, Achsah, d. 14 Jan 1848, age: 76 
French, Beulah, d. 10 Mar 1814, wife of Mr. John French 
French, Elizabeth, d. 18 Sep 1864, age: 79y, 9m, wife of Joseph French 
French, Hosley, d. 2 Oct 1830, age: 52 
French, John, d. 25 Sep 1800, age: 68 
French, John, d. 26 Sep 1877, age: 74y (stone fallen down) 
French, Joseph, d. 15 Oct 1865, age: 82y, 9m 
French, Joseph, d. 21 Dec 1800, age: 79y, 9m 
French, Louisa A., d. 11 Dec 1898, age: 78y, 11m, 3d 
French, Marie, d. 11 Jan 1810, age: 8m, 19d, dau. of Mr. Hosley & Mrs. Rebecca French 
French, Mary, cannot read stone 
French, Mary, d. 11 Dec 1786, age: 55y, wife of Mr. Joseph French 
French, Rebecca, d. 2 May 1813, age: 34, wife of Hosley French, s/w Sumner French 
French, Sumner, d. 1 Apr 1813, age: 5 hrs, s/w Rebecca French 
Frost, Ada F., 1871, d. 1876, child of Wm. A. & Phebe Frost, s/w William A. Frost 
Frost, Clara E., 1873, d. 1894, child of Wm. A. & Phebe Frost, s/w William Frost 
Frost, George W., 1868, d. 1908, child of Wm. A. & Phebe Frost, s/w William Frost 
Frost, Maggie H., 1875, d. 1895, child of Wm. A. & Phebe Frost, s/w William Frost 
Frost, Phebe E. Downs, 1845, d. 1912, s/w William Frost 
Frost, William A., 1837, d. 1904, s/w Eldora E. Jaquith 
Frye, John, 1816, d. 1880 
Frye, Lavina Thompson, 1818, d. 1897, wife of John Frye 
Gray, Jessey, d. 24 Jul 1814, age: 16y, son of Mr. John & Mrs. Lucy Gray 
Hutchins, Edward P., d. 6 May 1908, age: 84yy, 9mo 
Jaquith, Eldora E., 1869, d. 1930, s/w William A. Frost 
Kittredge, Dea. Joseph, d. 12 May 1774, age: 80 
Kittredge, Dr. John, d. 28 Apr 1714, age: 49yr 
Kittredge, Dr. John, d. 6 Oct 1756, age: 72yr 
Kittredge, Hannah, d. 15 Jan 1829, age: 83yr, widow of Mr. Simeon Kittredge 
Kittredge, Lucy, d. 4 Sep 1803, age: 44yr, consort of Doctor Francis Kittredge 
Kittredge, Simeon, d. 3 Jun 1813, age: 64 
Lowe, Caroline E., d. 6 Jan 1890, age: 56? y, wife of Samuel Lowe 
Lowe, Samuel, d. 18 Jan 1878 (stone fallen down) 
Manning, Jonathan, d. 10 Jan 1877, age: 86y, 9m 
Manning, Nehemiah, (stone fallen down, buried) 
Mason, Caroline M., no dates, s/w Clifford T. Mason 
Mason, Clifford T., no dates 
Mason, Glenda R., no dates, s/w Clifford T. Mason 
Mason, Harry E., no dates, s/w Clifford T. Mason 
McHarrie, Minnie B., 1872, d. 1919 
Orcutt, Mary A. Pringle, d. 5 Nov 1903, age: 63yr, 11m, wife of Joseph C. Orcutt 
Page, Anna, 1779, d. 1867, s/w Ebenezer Page 
Page, Ebenezer, 1777, d. 1865, s/w Anna Page 
Pringle, Mary, d. 25 Mar 1892, age: 85yr, 8m, 28d, wife of William Pringle 
Pringle, Thomas, d. 2 Apr 1877, age: 51yr, 9m, 2d, s/w William Pringle 
Pringle, William, d. 18 Jul 1877, age: 81yr, 4m, 26d 
Saunders, Benjamin, d. 15 Jun 1837, age: 82yr 
Saunders, Huldah, 1806, d. 1857, wife of Ziba Saunders, s/w Ziba 
Saunders, J. Warren, 1834, d. 1852, s/w Ziba Saunders 
Saunders, James E., 1827, d. 1845, s/w Ziba Saunders 
Saunders, Justin, d. 4 Aug 1861, age: 28 
Saunders, Mary, d. 16 Jan 1852, age: 87yr, wife of Benjamin Saunders 
Saunders, Milton, 1842, d. 1843, s/w Ziba Saunders 
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Saunders, Ziba, b. 1802, d. 1890 
Shed, Beulah, d. 26 Nov 1820, age: 18yr, dau. of Josiah & Lucy Shed 
Shed, Jonathan, d. 10 Mar 1848, age: 46yr 
Shed, Josiah, d. 13 Feb 1835, age: 65yr, s/w Lucy Shed (stone fallen down) 
Shed, Lucy, d. 17 Sep 1861, age: 86, wife of Josiah Shed 
Shed, Sarah Annah, d. 14 Oct 1853, age: 13yy, 2da 
Shedd, Annah Baldwin, d. 6 Nov 1836, age: 36yr, wife of Hosley Shedd 
Shedd, Calvin, 1826, d. 1891 (stone fallen down) 
Shedd, Hosley, d. 16 Jun 1874, age: 74yr 
Shedd, Martha Foster, d. at Woburn 26 Feb 1890, age: 82yy, widow of Enoch Foster 
Shedd, Sarah A. Burtt, b. 1828, d. 1877, wife of Calvin Shedd (stone fallen down) 
Shedd, Sarah Emory, d. 9 Dec 1873, age: 61? yrs, wife of Hosley Shedd 
Stevens, Anna Page, can't read dates (stone fallen down & broken) 
Thompson, Annie C., 1857, d. 1913 
Thompson, Annie L., 1865, d. 1949 
Thompson, Arthur J., 1858, d. 1909 
Thompson, Carrie C., 1860, d. 1915 
Thompson, Clark, 1824, d. 1899 
Thompson, Cordelia V., 1831, d. 1875 
Thompson, D. Lee, Martha R., 1837, d. 1913 
Thompson, Elizabeth Kittredge, 1824, d. 1854, wife of Clark 
Thompson, George, 1884, d. 1884 
Thompson, Hannah, d. 2 Aug 1807, age: 8yr, dau. of Mr. Samuel & Mrs. Olive Thompson 
Thompson, J. Edgar, 1869, d. 1942 
Thompson, James, 1829, d. 1912 
Thompson, Justin, 1832, d. 1862 
Thompson, Lieut. Samuel, d. 1 Apr 1813, age: 46yr 
Thompson, Lucy Clark, 1793, d. 1882, wife of Samuel Thompson 
Thompson, Olive, d. 1807, wife of Samuel (stone fallen down) 
Thompson, Saloma A., 1831, d. 1918, wife of Clark 
Thompson, Samuel H., 1859, d. 1942 
Thompson, Samuel, 1791, d. 1873 
Thompson, Walter, 1872, d. 1882 
 
Misc: 
Burtt, 2 stones fallen down, can't read 
Several Thompsons on one large family stone  

  

 


